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therefore, considered separately and together the
problem of breaking and if possible of reversing the
blockade. Army Headquarters naturally thought
first of the possibilities on land. The conquest of
Roumania %was a definite help. But it did not fill
the widening gap between need and supply. It
brought the Central Powers oil and corn in great but
not sufficient quantities. Russia it is true provided
them with unlimited opportunities. Here vast
supplies of corn, oil and copper awaited conquest and
exploitation. This, however, would take time. The
Russian Army had first of all to be cleared out of
the way and then some sort of order restored in a
revolutionary country. Moreover, Russian transport
was very deficient and had to be considerably
improved. Something had to be done immediately.
The population of Germany was already on
diminished and inadequate rations. Whilst German
resources were being gradually restricted and German
reserves exhausted, the riches and resources of the
world were open to the Allies. A blow must therefore
be struck at their communications by sea. That was
the conclusion to which the German leaders came.

It was some time before the Germans discovered

what a formidable weapon they possessed in the

submarine.      At   first,   they   relied   on

Possibilities    cruisers and mines and other accepted

wbmarine       and established methods of attack on our

Mercantile Marine.

I am not sure that the submersible ship was to the
Admirals who strode on the quarter deck of mammoth
battleships anything more than a fanciful experiment.
They never took it very seriously as a real contribution
to the struggle for the control of the seas. At best it
might perhaps help the ships of the line as an invisible